
GRAND VIEW UNIVERSITY      HISTORY 112A 

THE UNITED STATES: REPUBLIC TO EMPIRE, 

1789-1898 

῀῀῀ 
Section A 

MWF 9:00-9:50 

Krumm Center 5 

 

Dr. Kevin Gannon 

Jensen 112/Rasmussen 209 

263-6102 

kgannon@grandview.edu 

 

Office Hours:  

TTH, 9:00-10:30, Jensen 112 

or by appointment-just ask! 

HISTORY DEPARTMENT CREDO: 

All History Department courses 

aim to develop the following skills 

for students: 

I. Life-Long Learning, Excitement, 

Desire to Learn More 

II. Thinking Like an Historian:   

 Understanding causation 

 Seeing the Past and present as 

a continuum 

 Fostering Global awareness and 

empathy for the Other 

 Constructing and critically ap-

proaching narratives. 

III. Proficiency in Documentation 

and Research 

Course Goals 
Welcome to History 112! This  course is designed to be a significant learning experi-

ence for you, with the following goals in mind: 

Foundational Knowledge: 

 understand and remember key themes, events, and people from United States and 

North American history during the “long 19th century.” 

Application: 

 develop the critical thinking skills necessary to meaningfully analyze historical 

material and arguments. 

 achieve proficiency in academic writing by completing regular short writing assign-

ments, written exams, and essays. 

Integration: 

 discern and discuss thematic connections that rise out of our course material (and 

connections between this course’s material and other subjects). 

 be able to understand and appreciate the ways in which the nineteenth century 

shaped—and continues to shape—today’s world. 

Human Dimension: 

 develop an appreciation and empathy for contexts, peoples, and perspectives differ-

ent from your own. 

 gain confidence in your academic abilities, and develop the focus and time manage-

ment skills necessary to successfully complete assignments in this course. 

Caring: 

 value, and understand the importance of, the acquisition of historical knowledge 

and the maintenance of historical literacy. 

Learning How to Learn: 

 develop competency in, and an understanding of, the skills necessary for success in 

this course—and be able to discern why those skills are necessary. 

 articulate how you will use the knowledge and skills acquired in this course 

in your future academic endeavors.  

Indian school at the Pine Ridge Reservation, 1891 [Grabill Collection, Library of Congress] 

mailto:kgannon@grandview.edu


Course Description: This course is a survey of United States history from 1789-1898, the period in which 

the US transformed from a small, coast-bound republic to a continent-spanning nation. We will study the pro-

cess by which that expansion occurred, as well as the numerous ramifications - both positive and negative - it 

produced. The course will also address such themes as: democratization, westward expansion, slavery and 

abolitionism, the Civil War and Reconstruction eras, Industry and Labor in the "Gilded Age," and the origins 

of American overseas expansion.  

GV Core Curriculum Outcomes 

HIST 104 satisfies several requirements within Grand 

View’s Core Curriculum.  This course is in the Core 

Domain “Understanding Society and Human Behavior,” 

an area for which historical study is ideally suited, as 

we’ll see over the course of this semester.  

 

Additionally, this course iterates three of GV’s Core 

Outcomes: 

1. Critical Inquiry (CI): The course includes coursework 

that requires you to: 

 Identify primary issues and associated complexities 

in the subject matter. 

 Develop a question or problem and investigate the 

issues, sources, and evidence 

 Integrate perspectives and information into a solu-

tion or argument 

 Utilize synthesized solution or argument to respond 

to the original question or problem 

 

2. Information Literacy (IL): The course includes 

coursework that requires you to: 

 Define a question, thesis, or problem to investigate 

 Access relevant information 

 Critically analyze information, visuals and sources 

 Distinguishes between sources 

 Synthesize and communicate information 

 Manage information ethically and legally 

 

3. Global Awareness (GA):  The course includes assign-

ments and activities that require you to: 

 Engage diverse perspectives to gain a more complex 

understanding of the human experience. 

 Understand that his/her own views are not inherent-

ly privileged and value understanding the views of 

others 

 Understand how identity and beliefs are shaped by 

social forces 

 Interact with a diverse array of views in ways that 

foster understanding and self-awareness 

Republican party campaign banner from the 1872 presidential 

election. The emphasis on the working-class origins of the candi-

dates is emblematic of the party’s attempts to garner working-

class support in the late 1800s. [Granger Archive] 

British cartoon expressing anxiety over Napoleon Bonaparte’s 

territorial ambitions in the early 1800s.   [Library of Congress] 



Course Materials The following required  materials are available at the GV bookstore : 

REVEL access for Keene, Cornell, and O’Donnell, Visions of America. Revel is an online 

platform that contains our course text and additional materials we’ll be using throughout the 

semester, including quizzes and other assignments. To access our Revel course space, go to 

our Blackboard Course site, click on the “Content” link in the left-hand menu, and then click 

on “Open your Revel course.” You will be prompted to enter your Pearson account credentials 

(if you’ve used a Pearson product in other courses) or create a new account. Choose this 

course (History 112-Gannon) under 'My Courses' and choose an access option: redeem an ac-

cess code that you got from the bookstore or purchase access online. (There is a free two-week 

trial if you are waiting for financial aid.) You should use either Chrome, Firefox, or Safari (I 

recommend Chrome or Firefox) as your browser;  this is also the best set of options for using 

Blackboard, too. You should not use Internet Explorer; it is no longer supported by Microsoft, 

and contains serious security and compatibility issues.  

Andrew and McFeely, eds., Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, 

Written by Himself. (Second Norton Critical Edition, 2017). (Please acquire this particular version of 

the text. It contains not only the text of Douglass’s Narrative, but also a number of other primary 

sources and editorial additions that we will be using as well.) 

 

Jay Sexton, The Monroe Doctrine: Empire and Nation in Nineteenth-Century 

America (Hill and Wang, 2012). 

 

 

We will also use additional materials, such as videos and primary source documents, throughout the 

semester. I will make them available on our Blackboard course site, and the course schedule contains 

their specific information and due dates.  

 

 

 

Photograph taken at 

Promontory Point, Utah, 

on May 10, 1869, where 

the Union Pacific and 

Central Pacific Railroad 

lines met—the completion 

of the US’s first transcon-

tinental railroad line. 

 

 

[Wikimedia Commons image] 



Assignments and Grading  
Your grade in this course will come from the following elements: 

 Online Source Evaluation (50 points): Using the mater ial from our  initial course module (in par ticular  the 

Rheingold reading on building your “crap detector”), you’ll be asked to evaluate a set of online news and infor-

mation sources. More details will be provided on the assignment sheet posted to our Blackboard course site. 

 Weekly Revel Quizzes (45 points each): For  each chapter  we read in the Keene text on Revel, you’ll take a 

quiz. The quiz questions are multiple-choice, and you are allowed additional attempts (for reduced credit) to answer 

if your first attempt is incorrect. You will need to complete these quizzes no later than the Saturday before we begin 

discussing the chapter. In other  words, if we begin a unit on Monday, you’ll need to have taken the quiz by 

midnight the prior Saturday, at the latest. The reason for this deadline is that I will tailor our in-class activities to 

areas of need, identified by missed quiz questions, and I need sufficient time to go through the quiz results to do so. 

 Revel Shared Writing Assignments (20 points each): For  each chapter , you’ll also be asked to complete a 

“shared writing assignment,” which is similar to a discussion board post. When you go into the assignment on Rev-

el, you’ll see a question (or set of questions) and then a text box in which to  respond. These assignments will help 

you synthesize the material we’ve worked on over the week, and prepare you to write more effective essays. Speak-

ing of which…. 

 Essays (100 points each): Twice during the semester , you will be given an essay assignment that will ask you 

to draw together your readings, our class discussions, and other assigned material to answer a particular question (or 

set of questions) on a specific topic or historical issue. Detailed assignment sheets will be posted on Blackboard 

well in advance of the due date for each essay, and we also will take some class time to brainstorm ideas and discuss 

strategies for successful writing.  

 

The purpose of these assignments is to:  

 help you further develop your skills in critical thinking and analysis.  

 delve more deeply into particularly interesting and important historical topics.  

 help you grow and improve as an academic writer.  

 

 Examinations: (100 pts each) There will be two examinations during the semester , as well as a final examina-

tion. All three of these examinations are cumulative—that is, material from the first exam could possible show up 

on the second exam, and the final exam will ask you to contemplate material from throughout the course. History 

does not become any less important once you take one exam over it; indeed, the cumulative nature of the exams will 

actually better prepare you for the final examination. The exams will consist of short answer and essay questions. 

Review materials will be available to help you study. Dates for the examinations are in the course schedule, below. 

 

The purpose of these examinations is to assess:  

 your grasp of the specific course content.  

 your ability to analyze the material and draw reasoned conclusions.  

 your understanding of how that material fits into the larger context of 19th-century US history.  

Masthead of The Liberator, edited by William Lloyd 

Garrison and the most prominent abolitionist newspa-

per in the antebellum United States.  

[image: Wikimedia Commons] 



Assignments and Grading, continued 
Synthesis Paper (150 points): This semester , you’ll write a Synthesis Essay that uses course mater ial and selected 

primary sources to draw larger conclusions about specific course topics (you will be able to choose from several differ-

ent prompts). A detailed assignment sheet will be available on Blackboard well ahead of the due date.  

The Purpose of the Synthesis Essay is to assess:  

 your ability to think like a historian—to critically analyze sources, to construct and defend an argument with 

the appropriate evidence 

 to carry out an informed discussion of different peoples and cultures, and  

 to document and cite the material with which you work.   

 

Attendance/Participation/Engagement (150 points): A significant por tion of your  course grade will come from 

your overall engagement with this course. “Engagement” does not mean simply speaking up in class a certain number of 

times; attendance, participation (verbal and nonverbal), collaboration with classmates, Blackboard postings, and other 

means of active learning are all areas that contribute to your engagement.  

Grading Scale 

(Based upon percentage of points earned out 

of total possible points at the end of the se-

mester.) 

90-100%   A 

80-89%     B 

70-79%     C 

60-69%     D 

< 60%       F 

Some Notes Regarding Technology and Other GV Policies 

University E-Mail Account 

It is essential that all students check their Grand View University e-mail ac-

count or set their account to forward to a preferred e-mail address.  Students 

may set-up an e-mail auto forward from the myView web site  (myView > 

Campus Life > Technology Resources > myView Mail > myView Mail For-

warding). 

Use of Blackboard and MyGrades 

The MyGrades tool of Blackboard is intended 

to be a communication tool and to facilitate 

information sharing between instructors and 

students.  The grades and feedback posted on 

MyGrades are not to be interpreted as the 

final grade submitted by the instructor.  Dis-

crepancies and mistakes can be made in using 

and interpreting the technology – by both stu-

dent and instructor.  Refer to the grade policy 

in the syllabus for a full understanding of how 

your grade is calculated.  Students will find 

their final grade on myView > myTools > 

Academic Profile > Grades by Term. 
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Netiquette (from ‘Internet etiquette’) 

"Netiquette" refers to the standards for appropriate interaction in an 

online environment. Students are expected to display proper neti-

quette in their communications with their teacher and with other 

students. This includes using proper written English, being polite, 

by disagreeing agreeably when necessary, including your name and 

other necessary identifiers on any communication.  If an email or 

discussion post ever concerns you, please notify the instructor right 

away in a private manner. 

 

Class Attendance 

Students are responsible for adhering to the attendance policies as 

expressed by the instructor/department.  Furthermore, the Federal 

Government requires that students receiving financial aid attend 

classes.  Students, who are identified by the instructor as not attend-

ing classes, will be reported.  Students who fail to return to classes 

may lose all or a portion of their financial aid. 

Accommodation 

Grand View University prohibits unlawful discrimination and encourages full participation by all students within the 

university community.  When a student requires any instructional or other accommodation to optimize participation and/

or performance in this course, it is the responsibility of the student to contact both the instructor and the Associate Direc-

tor of Student Success:  Academic Support and Disability Services and apply for any requested accommodation.  The 

associate director is Ms. Joy Brandt and she can be reached at 515/263-2971. 

Classroom Conduct 

Students should conduct themselves as responsible members of the University community respecting the rights of others.  

Any student behavior interfering with the professor’s ability to teach and/or the student’s ability to learn constitutes a 

violation of the Code of Student Conduct found in the Grand View Catalog.  The professor may ask the student to leave 

the classroom and that student will be subject to disciplinary sanctions. 

Academic Honesty 

This course adheres to Grand View’s policies on academic honesty and integrity, which are described in this document: 

http://cd.pl/zhj [this is a complete statement of GV’s academic honesty procedures on a Google Doc, for your refer-

ence.] You are responsible for being familiar with these policies and expectations. They are also outlined in the GV Stu-

dent Handbook. Any violation of these rules (i.e., plagiarism) will be addressed according to the procedures outlined in 

the document. 

Engineers of the 8th New York State Militia in front of 

a tent, 1861.  

[National Archives: 524918] 

Appeal of Final Course Grade or Faculty Member’s Final Academic Disciplinary Action 

Students who wish to appeal a final course grade or other academic disciplinary action of an instructor must complete at 

least section I.A. of the Academic Appeal Form on-line within fourteen calendar days after the published due date for the 

final grade submission of the academic term in which the issue of disagreement occurred.  Visit site below to complete 

first part of the form.  https://secure/grandview.edu/gradeappealform.html  This form must be submitted electronically to 

the Office of the Provost.  Nursing Students appealing a grade in a nursing course must follow the Nursing Division pro-

cedures. 

Assignment of Credit Hours 

With successful completion of this course, Grand View University will award you a specified number of credit hours on 

your transcript.  Our accrediting body, the Higher Learning Commission, as well as the US Department of Education 

have standards in the definition of what counts as a credit hour (see GV Catalog for a full definition) so that students re-

ceive the full educational experience we claim.  This course will involve face-to-face class time and outside learning ac-

tivities to fulfill credits awarded. 

IDEA Student Ratings of Instruction 

Grand View is interested in knowing how learners experience the classroom environment. To that end, all students will 

be asked to participate in the IDEA survey of student ratings of instruction system at the end of each fall and spring term.  

IDEA is also administered in some summer classes.  Students are asked to provide honest and thoughtful feedback to 

their instructor through the IDEA process. All student responses are confidential and are not provided to the instructor 

until after grades are submitted.   

mailto:jbrandt@grandview.edu
http://cd.pl/zhj


 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9 

 

Introduction to the 

Course and one  

another. 

 

 

10 11 

 

What is Information 

Literacy?  

 

Summary of Stanford 

study on students and 

online news ; NPR in-

terview with lead au-

thor Sam Wineburg 

[both on Bb] 

 

 

12 13 

 

How do we spot BS 

online? 

 
Howard Rheingold, “Crap 

Detection 101,” from Net 

Smart: How to Thrive 

Online”  [Bb] 
 

 

Last day to drop a class 

without a “W” grade 

16 

 

The Constitutional 

Regime takes shape 

 

Visions, Ch. 6 [Revel] 

Take quiz by Sat. 1/14 

 

M.L. King, Jr. Day 

17 18 

 

The Rise of “Faction” 

 

Visions, Ch. 6 Source 

Collection [Revel] 

 

ONLINE 

SOURCE  

EVALUATION 

DUE 

19 20 

 

An “Age of Passion” 

 

Complete Ch. 6 Shared 

Writing [Revel] 

23 

  

The “Revolution of 

1800” 

 

Visions, Ch. 7  

Take quiz by Sat. 1/21 

 

 

 

24 25 

 

The Napoleonic Wars 

and the United States 

 

Visions, Ch. 7 Source 

Collection 

 

Sexton, Ch. 1 

26 27 

 

The US in the World 

after 1812 

 

Complete Ch. 7 Shared 

Writing 

 

Sexton, Ch. 2 

30 

 

Democracy in 

America 

 

Visions, Ch. 8 

Take quiz by Sat. 1/28 

31 1 

 

Jacksonian Democra-

cy: Its Promise and 

Its Limits 

 

Visions, Ch. 8 Source 

Collection 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

            IF YOU 

HAVEN’T ALREADY, 

START READING  

FREDERICK 

DOUGLASS’S  

NARRATIVE  

3 

 

The Second Party 

System 

 

Complete Ch. 8 Shared 

Writing 

Course Schedule & Assignments 

January-February 
Note: Please complete the assigned material  BEFORE class time on the day 

it is listed here. 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

6 

 

The Market Revolu-

tion in America 

 

Visions, Ch. 9 

Take quiz by Sat. 2/4 

7 8 

 

Farming and Manu-

facturing Transform 

the North 

 

Visions, Ch. 9 Source 

Collection 

9 10 

 

The Slave Society of 

the Old South 

 

Discussion of 

Douglass, Narrative 

 

Complete Ch. 9 Shared 

Writing 

13 

 

The “Benevolent  

Empire” of Reform 

 

Visions,  Ch. 10 & 

Source Collection 

Take quiz by Sat. 2/11 

 

 

 

14 15 

 

FIRST 

 

EXAMINATION 

16 17 

 

Romantic Culture 

 

 

Complete Ch. 10 

Shared Writing 

 

20 

  

“Manifest Destiny” 

 

Sexton, Ch. 3 

 

Visions, Ch. 11 

Take quiz by Sat. 2/18 

21 22 

 

Texas, Mexico, and 

Slavery 

 

Visions, Ch. 11 Source 

Collection 

 

ESSAY #1 DUE 

23 24 

 

War with Mexico and 

Murder in the West 

 

Complete Ch. 11 

Shared Writing 

27 

 

Slavery and its Future 

in the United States 

 

Douglass, “What to the 

Slave is the Fourth of 

July?”  

 

Visions, Ch. 12 

Take quiz by Sat. 2/25 

 

 

 

28 Mar. 1 

 

The Political Crisis of 

the 1850s 

 

Visions, Ch. 12 Source 

Collection 

2 3 

 

The Election of 1860 

and “Secession Win-

ter” 

 

Complete Ch. 12 

Shared Writing 

February-March 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

6 

 

The Civil War 

 

Visions, Ch. 13 

Take quiz by Sat. 3/3 

 

 

7 8 

 

Battle Lines and 

Home Fronts 

 

Visions, Ch. 13 Source 

Collection 

9 10 

 

Union Victory and Its 

Aftermath 

 

Sexton, Ch. 4 

 

Complete Ch. 13 

Shared Writing 

13 

 

 

14 

 

NO CLASSES 

16 16 

 

SPRING BREAK 

17 

 

20 

 

The Wars of  

Reconstruction 

 

Visions, Ch. 14 

Take quiz by  

SUNDAY 3/19 

 

 

21 22 

 

The National Debate 

over Reconstruction 

 

Visions, Ch. 14 Source 

Collection 

 

ESSAY #2 DUE 

23 24 

Terrorism and the 

Defeat of Reconstruc-

tion 

 

Fredrick Douglass, 

“The Lessons of the 

Hour” (1894) [Bb] 

Complete Ch. 14 

Shared Writing 

27 

 

 

SECOND  

 

EXAMINATION 

28 

 

29 

 

The Trans-Mississippi 

West in the late 1800s 

 

Visions, Ch. 15 

Take quiz by class 

time today 

 

30 31 

 

How the West was 

Won and Lost 

 

Complete Ch. 15 

Shared Writing 

Apr 3 

 

The  Industrial  

Revolution 

 

Visions, Ch. 16 

Take quiz by Sat. 4/1 

4 5 

 

The Labor Movement 

in the 19th Century 

 

Visions, Ch. 16 Source 

Collection 

 

6 7 

 

The Age of Capital 

 

Sexton, Ch. 5 

 

Complete Ch. 16 

Shared Writing 

March-April 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

10 

 

The “Gilded Age” 

 

 

Visions, Ch. 17 

Take quiz by Sat. 4/8 

11 12 
 

The Changing Social 

Fabric 

 

Visions, Ch. 17 Source 

Collection 

13 14 

 

The Revolt of the 

Masses? 

 

Complete Ch. 17 

Shared Writing 

 

17 

 

The United States 

Becomes an Empire 

 

Visions, Ch. 19 

Take quiz by Sat. 4/15 

 

18 19 

 

The “Splendid Little 

War” and its After-

math 

 

Sexton, Ch. 6  

& Conclusion 

 

20 21 

 

From Republic to 

Empire 

 

 

 

SYNTHESIS  

PAPER DUE 

24 

 

 

 

 

EXAM WEEK  

25 26 

  

 

 

 

27 

 

HIST 112A  

 

FINAL  

EXAMINATION 

 

8:00-9:50 AM 

28 

April 

“Stepping-Stone to China,” cartoon from Judge 

magazine, 1900. The US, represented by the 

“Uncle Sam” figure here, carries the implements 

of “civilization” to the Philippines, whose an-

nexation was very controversial for American 

citizens. 



NOTES 



NOTES 


