
Welcome to History 349! This course has several goals,  embracing not only specific con-

tent, but the ways in which the class can serve as an significant experience in your liberal 

arts education here at GVU. To that end, the goals are broken down into six areas neces-

sary for a significant learning experience.  

 

This course will help you:  

 

[Foundational Knowledge]  

-Understand and Remember key themes, events, and people from the history of the Unit-

ed States during the eras of the Civil War and Reconstruction (1848-1877).  

 

[Application]  

-Develop the critical thinking skills necessary to meaningfully analyze historical material 

and arguments.  

-Achieve proficiency in academic writing by completing regular and varied writing assign-

ments, written examinations, and a research project.  

 

[Integration]  

-Discern and articulate thematic connections that emerge from the course material.  

-Understand and appreciate the historical context that informs today’s society and 

events.  

 

[Human Dimension]  

-Gain confidence in your academic ability and develop the focus and time management 

skills necessary to successfully complete this course.  

-Develop the skills necessary for effectively communicating in an online environment. 

 

[Caring]  

-Value the acquisition of historical knowledge and the maintenance of historical literacy.  

 

[Learning How to Learn]  

-Develop an understanding of the skills necessary for success in this course—and an un-

derstanding of why they are necessary.  

-Articulate how you will use the knowledge and skills acquired in this course in your aca-

demic and professional careers.  

Course Goals: 

Course Description (from the GV Catalog)  

This course is an intensive survey of US history from 1848 to 1877, covering the origins 

and course of the Civil War and subsequent efforts at Reconstruction. Particular attention 

is given to topics such as race, slavery, sectionalism, the aftermath of war with Mexico and 

the sectional crisis; secession and the onset of war; the military course of the Civil War; 

the Union and Confederate home fronts; the social and cultural implications of the war; 

the war’s conclusion and its immediate legacies; the political and social struggles over 

Reconstruction; the role of African Americans in the war and reconstruction years; the im-

peachment of Andrew Johnson; and the incomplete resolution of Reconstruction and its 

legacies. Prerequisite: Completion of the English Proficiency requirement. This course also 

contains the Information Literacy  (IL) & Written Communication (WC) outcomes for the GV 

Core Curriculum.  

HIST 349 · The Civil War and Reconstruction, 1848-1877 

Dr. Kevin Gannon 

Jensen 111 & Ras-

mussen 209 (CETL) 

263-6102 

kgannon@grandview.edu 

@TheTattooedProf 

Physical Office Hours: 

MWF 2:00-2:50 

@The Library or by ap-

pointment 

Virtual Office Hours: 

zoom.us/j/3659090163  

Grand View University 
Spring, 2015 

Section AE  

 

ONLINE 

https://zoom.us/j/3659090163


All History courses at Grand View are designed to help  you accom-

plish the following: 

 Value lifelong learning and engagement with History 

 To think like a historian:   

 understand causation   

 See the past and present as a continuum.  

 Foster global awareness and empathy for the other 

 Construct and critically approach  narratives 

 Proficiency in documentation and research. 

History Department Goals  
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This class will be conducted entirely online. There are plenty of strong opinions in the higher education community either en-

thusiastic about or critical of online learning. I tend to believe that, just like any other class in any other format, an online class 

will succeed if all parties involved do their part to create that success. Online learning isn’t inherently better or worse than tra-

ditional face-to-face classes; it is, however, different. If you haven’t taken an online course before, here are some things you 

should keep in mind as we begin our work together this semester: 

 

GV Attendance Policy for Blended & Online Classes 

For classes designated blended or online, attendance is measured by either face-to-face attendance or access to the course 

site. All other policies for Changes in Registration, Individual Course Withdrawal, and Dropping Classes still follow University 

policy with the understanding that logging into the course site equals attendance. Once a student has attended one class 

meeting or has logged into the course site during the add/drop period for the term, the student has committed to maintaining 

his/her entire registration for the term, including the charges associated with those decisions. It is the personal responsibility 

of the student to know the University’s registration policies, to follow those policies when adjusting registration, and to verify 

through their record in myView that the requested schedule changes have been made; thus,  it is the personal responsibility of 

the student to complete the appropriate admission deferment or withdrawal process. 

 

Blackboard 

We will do much of the work for this course via GVU’s campus network resources; in particular, the Blackboard course man-

agement system. You may log into Blackboard via MyView, or at bb.grandview.edu; if you are unfamiliar with Blackboard, or 

have a problem logging in, please contact me ASAP so that we can get you up to speed; the introductory email I sent to each of 

you also has basic Blackboard information.  Blackboard also has an excellent library of brief tutorial videos, covering a range 

of subjects (how to post on discussion boards, how to submit assignments, etc.). Click HERE to go to the Student Video help 

page, or select the “On-Demand Learning Center” link on the landing page when you log into Blackboard. I will post assign-

ments, announcements, and all course information on Blackboard; you should get in the habit of checking the announce-

ments page regularly.  Also, please check your GV email account regularly; this is how I will communicate with you both individ-

ually and as a group. You are responsible for any and all material communicated via email and Blackboard. 

 

Succeeding in an Online Class Environment 

GV Core Outcomes 

Written Communication: This course provides stu-

dents with experience in the process of forming 

their ideas and presenting them to a specified audi-

ence (e.g. the instructor, classmates, community 

members, discipline specific peers, etc.) for the pur-

pose of developing effective written communication 

skills.  

 

 

Information Literacy: This course provides students 

with multiple experiences in analyzing questions, 

theses, or problems and collecting and evaluating 

related information for the purpose of producing 

https://myview.grandview.edu
http://bb.grandview.edu
https://help.blackboard.com/en-us/Learn/Reference/Blackboard_Learn_Videos/Student_Videos
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Course Blog 

In order to accomplish our course goals, we’ll need to be deeply and meaningfully engaged with the material we encounter 

this semester. To that end, we will collaborate on a course blog that carries the discussion further to extend and explore the 

issues at hand. Our blog is located at http://gvhistory349.com/; it is a WordPress site, so in order for you to post, you’ll need 

to create a (free) WordPress account. You’ll be receiving an email that invites you to become an “author” on the course blog, 

and it will contain instructions on how to create your WordPress account. Once you’re set up on the blog, you’ll be able to 

author posts, make comments, add the blog to your RSS feed or device notifications, and all of that good stuff. Throughout 

the semester, I will post topics frequently for you to responds to. Additionally, each week one or more of you will be responsi-

ble for posting an extended response (at least 500 words or so) to that week’s readings, and it will form the basis for an 

online forum on the topics you raise. During the first week of our course, we’ll create a schedule for the individual contribu-

tions. I will assess (i.e., grade) your blog contributions based upon both quantity and quality (leaning toward the latter), and 

your individual post week will also figure prominently.  

 

What You’ll Need 

To be able to participate in this course, and to successfully complete its requirements, you need to have a high-speed inter-

net connection. If you don’t have this at home, all of our campus computer labs are equipped with the hardware and soft-

ware that you’ll need, but keep in mind that they have limited hours of operation, especially in the evening. Whatever com-

puter you’re using, you’ll need to have a good web browser. Internet Explorer and Safari have known issues with some of 

Blackboard’s features, and I advise you to avoid using them. I highly recommend you use either Firefox or Chrome as your 

browser for this course.  Both of them are free, and they are by far the two best web browsers available (faster, more func-

tionality, better extensions and add-ons). You can download Firefox at Mozilla.org or Chrome at google.com/chrome/. 

 

For mobile devices, I recommend Chrome as your browser. If you sign into Chrome with a Google account, you can sync your 

browsing data across devices (including history and saved passwords), which is really handy, There is a Blackboard mobile 

app, Blackboard Learn, which is optimized for mobile devices. I recommend it; check either the App Store or Google Play to 

download it to your device. For our course blog, there is a WordPress mobile app that allows you to post, comment, and in-

teract with the blog on your smartphone or tablet; for a mobile app, it is surprisingly robust, and I think you’ll find it useful. 

 

In addition to creating a WordPress account for the course, you’ll also need to create a 

Google account (if you don’t have one already). This will give you access to Google 

Docs, which we will use to collaboratively work on and edit your Think Piece and Syn-

thesis Paper assignments. You can create your Google account (it’s free!) at  

http://accounts.google.com. 

 

 

 

http://gvhistory349.com/
https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/desktop/
https://www.google.com/chrome/browser/desktop/
http://accounts.google.com


Course Blog  300 points  

Discussion Board 200 points 

Weekly Quizzes  20 points each 

Think Pieces (2)  75 points each 

Synthesis Paper  200 points 

 

Course Assignments & Grading 
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Grading Scale: 

90-100% A 

80-89%  B 

70-79%  C 

60-69%  D 

Below 60% F  

Memorial to the members of the 

Sioux nation executed in the 

wake of the Sioux Uprising of 

1862 near New Ulm, Minnesota 

Course Blog 
See the description on page 3 of this syllabus for more detail on the blog. Each week, one 

of you will serve as the Lead Author, where you will be responsible for writing a blog post of 

at least 500 words that summarizes the issues, themes, and debates raised by that week’s 

readings and other course material. I will assess these posts using the criteria outlined in 

the blog rubric posted on our Blackboard course site. 

 

For the weeks where you are not a lead author, you will be responsible for commenting on 

the lead author’s post, as well as interacting with the rest of us in the comments section. 

Comments should offer a reasoned, substantial reaction to the Lead Author’s post, and 

advance the conversation by either weighing in on the issues raised, or by positing other 

questions.  

Discussion Board 
In addition to the more formal written posts and conversation on the blog, we will also be 

carrying on an informal chat on the Discussion Board, which you can access in the left-hand 

menu column on our Blackboard course site. Think of the Discussion Board as our course 

chat room; I’ll make frequent posts and queries, and encourage all of you to do the same. 

Netiquette 
"Netiquette" refers to the standards for appropriate interaction in an online environment. 

Students are expected to display proper netiquette in their communications with their 

teacher and with other students. This includes using proper written English, being polite, by 

disagreeing agreeably when necessary, including your name and other necessary identifi-

ers on any communication. If an email or discussion post ever concerns you, please notify 

the instructor right away in a private manner.  

 

In this class, my expectation is that we will all abide by the netiquette rules outlined in Vir-

ginia Shea’s book Netiquette, which are conveniently summarized by Colorado State Uni-

versity at this site: http://learning.colostate.edu/guides/guide.cfm?guideid=4. Please read 

and familiarize yourself with these guidelines. They should be considered as policy for this 

course. 

Think Pieces & Synthesis Paper 
Twice during the term, you’ll write brief (3-4 pp.) think pieces that consider themes raised 

by the Dew and Foner books. I will provide prompts and further instructions closer to the 

due dates for each. The capstone project for this course will be a synthesis paper. You will 

be asked to address a particular historical debate relating to this era (e.g.., “who freed the 

slaves?” or “why did Reconstruction fail?”) and provide an analysis and interpretation using 

primary and secondary historical sources. There will be a range of topics from which to 

choose, and I will provide assistance and resources to help you track down source materi-

als for your research.  We will use Google Docs for these assignments, as this will allow for 

collaborative peer editing and feedback for your work. 

Advertisement for a “Sanitary Fair,” 

which were fundraisers held 

throughout the North during the 

Civil War to support the US Sanitary 

Commission. 

http://learning.colostate.edu/guides/guide.cfm?guideid=4
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Special broadside printed by the  

Charleston Mercury announcing the 

decision of the South Carolina Se-

cession Convention to withdraw the 

state from the Union on December 

20, 1860. 

Course Texts 
The following three texts are required for this course. Copies are available in the GV 

bookstore.  

 

 James McPherson and James Hogue, Ordeal By Fire: The Civil War and Reconstruc-

tion, 4th edition (McGraw-Hill, 2010).  

 Charles B. Dew, Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the 

Coming of the Civil War (Virginia, 2002). 

 Eric Foner (with Joshua Brown), Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation & Recon-

struction (Vintage, 2006). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to these texts, we will also use articles, primary sources, and video documen-

taries in this course; links to those materials are provided on our Blackboard course site 

(in the “Content” section).  For Video material, we’ll be using Grand View’s Films on De-

mand portal; if you’re unfamiliar with it, please watch the brief tutorial video posted on the 

“Information” page of our Blackboard course site. Be sure to regularly consult the course 

schedule for specific assignments and their due dates. 

 

Course Schedule & Assignments 

January 5-9: Module 1 · Westward the Course of Empire: A Country in Motion 

McPherson, Chapter 4 (to p. 68) 

Video: The Golden Land (57 min.) http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?

aid=7396&xtid=1103 

Video: Empire Upon the Trails: The West (85 min.)  http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/

PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=44411 
Create Blogging Schedule (A link to the sign-up sheet [Google Doc] will be posted on Blackboard and emailed to you.) 

CREATE WORDPRESS ACCOUNT AND EMAIL YOUR USERNAME TO ME BY 1/10 

Have Discussion Board posts and responses completed by 1/9. 

 

January 12-16: Module 2 · Free Labor, Slave Labor, and the American Boom 

McPherson, Chapters 1-3 

Foner, Chapter 1; Visual Essay 1 

The Age of Slavery (1800-1860), from the series The African Americans—Many Rivers to Cross (56 min.) 
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=58758 

Flight to Freedom: The Underground Railroad (110 min.)  http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://

digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=5864 
Have Discussion Board posts and responses completed by 1/14 

Lead Posters for Blog: Post by 1/15 

For a brief tutorial on how to access and use the Films on Demand service for these videos, see the link on our Blackboard 

course site, located on the “Information” page. 

http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=1103
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=1103
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=44411
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=44411
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=58758
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=5864
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=5864
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Our new government is 

founded upon exactly 

the opposite idea; its 

foundations are laid, its 

corner- stone rests, 

upon the great truth 

that the negro is not 

equal to the white man; 

that slavery 

subordination to the 

superior race is his 

natural and normal 

condition. This, our new 

government, is the first, 

in the history of the 

world, based upon this 

great physical, 

philosophical, and 

moral truth . 

—Alexander Stephens, 

   March 21, 1861 
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Jan. 19-23: Module 3 · The Shattering of America: Politics and Culture in the 

1850s 

McPherson, finish Ch. 4, Chapters 5-6 

Video: Death Runs Riot: The West (watch until the 31:33 mark). http://

vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=44413 

Document: Appeal of the Independent Democrats in Congress [1854]. https://

archive.org/details/ASPC0005194100 

Discussion Board post and responses completed by 1/22 

Blog: Have Lead Posts up by 1/21 

 

Jan. 26-Feb. 6: Module 4 ·  The Union Disintegrates 

McPherson, Chapters 7-8 

Dew, Apostles of Disunion (be sure to read both the Introduction and the Appendix.) 

Documents: excerpts from the Lincoln-Douglas Debates (link on Blackboard) 

Document: Henry David Thoreau, A Plea for Captain John Brown. http://

avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/thoreau_001.asp 
Discussion Board posts and responses completed by 1/29 

Blog: Have Lead Posts up by 1/30 

First Think Piece Due February 6 (for feedback, post drafts by 2/2). 
 

 

Feb. 9-18: Module 5 · Battlefields, 1861-1862 

McPherson, Chapters 10-15 
Note: You may also want to view the Ken Burns documentary, The Civil War, that will provide an overview of this materi-

al, as well as supplement your reading with images and primary sources. It is not required viewing, but I do recommend 

it as a pretty good treatment of the military and political aspects of the war years. Here is the link to the series page: 

http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlayLists.aspx?pstid=16733&aid=7396 

Discussion Board posts and responses completed by 2/18 

Blog: Have Lead Posts up by 2/13 

 

Feb. 18-23: Module 6 ·  From War to Revolution 

McPherson, Chapters 16-18 

Document: Emancipation Proclamation, January 1, 1863.  
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/ 
Documents & Images: “Responses to the Emancipation Proclamation”  
http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/emancipation-150/the-emancipation-proclamation.html 

Video: High Tide of the Confederacy: 1863, The Turning Point in the War 

(52 mins.) 
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?

aid=7396&xtid=40513 

Discussion Board posts and responses completed by 2/21 

Blog: Have Lead Posts up by 2/23 

 

Feb. 23-March 1: Module 7 · Homefronts 

McPherson, Chapters 20-22 

Video: Total War (52 mins.) http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/

PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=40514 
Documents: The Southern Homefront [Available on Blackboard] 

Discussion Board posts and responses completed by 2/28 

Blog: Have Lead Posts up by 3/1 

 

 

Cover of Harper’s Weekly 

depicting Northern women 

knitting clothes for Union 

soldiers. 

http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=44413
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=44413
https://archive.org/details/ASPC0005194100
https://archive.org/details/ASPC0005194100
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/thoreau_001.asp
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/thoreau_001.asp
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlayLists.aspx?pstid=16733&aid=7396
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/emancipation_proclamation/
http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/emancipation-150/the-emancipation-proclamation.html
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=40513
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=40513
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=40514
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=40514
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"Without 

slavery the 

rebellion could 

never have 

existed; 

without slavery 

it could not 

continue."  

 

Abraham Lincoln, 

Second Annual 

Message to Congress, 

December 1, 1862  
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March 2-9: Module 8 · Battlefields: 1863-65 

McPherson, Chapters 23-25 

Archer Jones, “Military Means, Political Ends: Strategy,” & Joseph T. Glatthaar, 

“Black Glory: The African-American Role in Union Victory,” in Gabor S. Boritt, ed., 

Why The Confederacy Lost (Oxford, 1992). [Available on Blackboard] 

Discussion Board posts and responses completed by 3/6 

Blog: Lead Posts up by 3/9 

 

March 9-15: Module 9 · The Meanings of Freedom 

McPherson, Chapter 26 

Foner, Chapters 2-3 (and Visual Essays) 

Discussion Board Posts and responses completed by 3/11 

Blog: Lead Posts up by 3/12 

Synthesis Paper Topics Due March 9 

Second Think Piece Due March 15 (for feedback, post drafts by  3/11) 

 

March 16-20: Spring Break 

 

March 23-27: Module 10 · Postwar Fractures 

McPherson, Chapters 27-28 

Foner, Chapter 4 and Visual Essay 

Video: Aftershock: Beyond the Civil War (90 min.) http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/

login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=43028 

Discussion Board posts and responses completed by 3/25 

Blog: Lead Posts up by 3/26 

Synthesis Paper Bibliographies Due March 25 

 

March 30-April 8: Module 11 · The Rise and Fall of Radical Reconstruction 
April 3: No classes, offices closed on campus for Good Friday 

McPherson, Chapters 29-30Foner, Chapters 5-6 (and Visual Essays) 

Document: James S. Pike, “The Prostrate State” (1874); available on Black-

board. 

Video: Into the Fire, 1861-1896 (56 min.) from the series The African Ameri-

cans—Many Rivers to Cross http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/

PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=58759 
Discussion Board posts and responses completed by 4/5 

Blog: Lead Posts up by 4/6 

Post Synthesis Paper Draft Portions on Google Docs by 4/8 

 

April 9-17:Module 12 · North, South and West: Part of a New Whole, or Just 

Parts? 

McPherson, Chapters 31-33; Foner, Chapter 7 and Visual Essay 

Video: The Grandest Enterprise under God: The West (86 mins.) http://

vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=44414 
Document: D.H. Chamberlain, “Reconstruction and the Negro” (1879) [available 

on Blackboard] 

Document: Testimony of Benjamin Singleton, 1880. http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/

resources/archives/seven/w67singl.htm 
 

SYNTHESIS PAPERS DUE APRIL 22 BY 5:00 PM 

Political Cartoon from the  

Election of 1868 

Crazy Horse, Lakota Chief 

http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=43028
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=43028
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=58759
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=58759
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=44414
http://vikingvoyage.grandview.edu:2048/login?url=http://digital.films.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=7396&xtid=44414
http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/seven/w67singl.htm
http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/seven/w67singl.htm
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University E-Mail Account 
It is essential that all students check their Grand View University e-mail account or set their account to forward to a preferred e-mail 
address.  Students may set-up an e-mail auto forward from the myView web site  (myView > Campus Life > Technology Resources > 
myView Mail > myView Mail Forwarding). 

IDEA Student Ratings of Instruction 
Grand View University is interested in knowing how learners experience the classroom environment.  To that end, all students will be 
asked to participate in the IDEA survey of student ratings of instruction system at the end of each fall and spring term.  IDEA is also 
administered in some summer classes.  Students are asked to provide honest and thoughtful feedback to their instructor through the 
IDEA process. All student responses are confidential and are not provided to the instructor until after grades are submitted.   
 
Academic Responsibility/Academic Honesty 
In accordance with its mission statement, Grand View University is dedicated to the development of the whole person, and committed 
to truth, excellence, and ethical values. The University strives to promote appreciation of the dignity and worth of each individual and 
open interaction among students, faculty and staff. Personal integrity and academic honesty are essential to building a campus of 
trust. Thus, honesty in all aspects of the college experience is the responsibility of each student, faculty, and staff member. This is 
reflected in the Grand View University Code of Integrity which states: “As a member of the Grand View University community, and in 
accordance with the mission of the university and its Lutheran identity, I agree to appreciate and respect the dignity and worth of 
each individual. I will honor and promote a community of open interaction, personal integrity, active and intellectual engagement, and 
academic honesty with students, faculty and staff.” 
 
The following list describes various ways in which the principles of academic honesty/integrity can be violated. This list is not exhaus-
tive; see the Student Handbook for a complete list. 

Plagiarism: The use of another’s ideas, words, or results and presenting them as one’s own. To avoid plagiarism, stu-
dents are expected to use proper methods of documentation and acknowledgement according to the accepted format for the 
particular discipline or as required by the faculty in a course.  

Cheating: The use or attempted use of unauthorized materials, information, notes, study aids, or other devices in any 
academic exercise. Cheating also includes submitting papers, research results and reports, analyses, etc. as one’s own 
work when they were, in fact, prepared by others.  

Fabrication and Falsification: The invention or falsification of sources, citations, data, or results, and recording or re-
porting them in any academic exercise.  

Facilitation of Dishonesty: Facilitation of dishonesty is knowingly or negligently allowing one’s work to be used by an-
other student without prior approval of the instructor or otherwise aiding another in committing violations of academic integri-
ty. A student who facilitates a violation of academic honesty/integrity can be considered as responsible as the student who 
receives the impermissible assistance, even if the facilitator does not benefit personally from the violations.  

Academic Interference: Academic interference is deliberately impeding the academic progress of another student.  
 

Procedure for an Incident of Academic Dishonesty 
Any incident of academic dishonesty requires action by both the student and the instructor directly involved, and the submission of an 
Academic Dishonesty Report to the Office of the College Deans. If the instructor is unsure how to proceed, she/he may consult with 
the Student Academic Life Committee at any point in the process.  

The faculty member must also provide the student with a copy of the Academic Dishonesty Report.  The report form should iden-
tify the following series of consequences: 

If it is the student’s first incident of academic dishonesty: 
The instructor can impose a range of sanctions from the following, depending upon the nature of and degree of serious-

ness of the incident:  
A warning with opportunity to rectify the violation 
A failing grade for the academic exercise with no opportunity to rectify the violation 
A failing grade for the course 

The student will receive a letter from the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs about the incident, the Univer-
sity’s expectations regarding academic honesty/integrity, and future possible consequences should the student 
commit another act of academic dishonesty during their enrollment at Grand View. Copies of the letter will be sent 
to the student’s academic advisor, the instructor, and the registrar. 

Following a second incident of academic dishonesty, the student minimally will fail the course and be placed on academic dis-
honesty probation. Upon receiving notification from the instructor of a violation, and determining that it is a second violation, 
the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs must notify the student about the incident. This letter will inform the 
student of her/his failing grade and placement on probation. Copies of the letter will be sent to the student’s academic advi-
sor, the instructor, and the registrar.  

https://myview.grandview.edu/Pages/Home.aspx
https://myview.grandview.edu/campuslife
https://myview.grandview.edu/campuslife/technologyresources
https://myview.grandview.edu/campuslife/technologyresources/email/default.aspx
https://myview.grandview.edu/campuslife/technologyresources/email/Documents%20and%20Information/006.pdf#page=8


When a student is reported for a third incident of academic dishonesty, the student will fail the course and will be suspended 
from the University, and the suspension for academic dishonesty will be noted on the student’s transcript. Upon receiving 
notification from the instructor of a violation, and determining that it is a third violation, the Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs must notify the student about the incident. This letter will inform the student of her/his failing grade and 
suspension. Copies of the letter will be sent to the student’s academic advisor, the instructor, and the registrar. Should the 
student appeal the decision, he/she will be allowed to complete the term during which the appeal is heard; if upheld, the 
suspension will occur during the regular term following the appeal. 

Students suspended for Academic Dishonesty must follow the same procedures for readmission as those listed for students 
who have been academically suspended—with the exception that they will not be required to enroll elsewhere during their 
suspension.  

When a student has returned to Grand View after being suspended for a third violation and is subsequently reported for a fourth 
incident of academic dishonesty, the student will fail the course and will be suspended immediately from the Uni-
versity, and the suspension for academic dishonesty will be noted on the student’s transcript. The suspension will remain in 
force during the appeal process; if the suspension is upheld, the student will be expelled from the University. 

 

Netiquette (from ‘Internet etiquette’) 

"Netiquette" refers to the standards for appropriate interaction in an online environment. Students are expected to display proper 
netiquette in their communications with their teacher and with other students. This includes using proper written English, being po-
lite, by disagreeing agreeably when necessary, including your name and other necessary identifiers on any communication.  If an 
email or discussion post ever concerns you, please notify the instructor right away in a private manner. 
 

Accommodation 
Grand View University prohibits unlawful discrimination and encourages full participation by all students within the university commu-
nity.  When a student requires any instructional or other accommodation to optimize participation and/or performance in this course, 
it is the responsibility of the student to contact both the instructor and the Associate Director of Student Success:  Academic Support 
and Disability Services and apply for any requested accommodation.  The associate director is Ms. Joy Brandt and she can be 
reached at 515/263-2971. 
 
Class Attendance 
Students are responsible for adhering to the attendance policies as expressed by the instructor/department.  Furthermore, the Fed-
eral Government requires that students receiving financial aid attend classes.  Students, who are identified by the instructor as not 
attending classes, will be reported.  Students who fail to return to classes may lose all or a portion of their financial aid. 
 
Classroom Conduct 
Students should conduct themselves as responsible members of the University community respecting the rights of others.  Any stu-
dent behavior interfering with the professor’s ability to teach and/or the student’s ability to learn constitutes a violation of the Code of 
Student Conduct found in the Grand View Catalog.  The professor may ask the student to leave the classroom and that student will 
be subject to disciplinary sanctions. 
 
Appeal of Final Course Grade or Faculty Member’s Final Academic Disciplinary Action 
Students who wish to appeal a final course grade or other academic disciplinary action of an instructor must complete at least sec-
tion I.A. of the Academic Appeal Form on-line within fourteen calendar days after the published due date for the final grade submis-
sion of the academic term in which the issue of disagreement occurred.  Visit site below to complete first part of the form.  https://
secure/grandview.edu/gradeappealform.html  This form must be submitted electronically to the Office of the Provost.  Nursing Stu-
dents appealing a grade in a nursing course must follow the Nursing Division procedures. 
 

Use of Blackboard and MyGrades 
The MyGrades tool of Blackboard is intended to be a communication tool and to facilitate information sharing between instructors 
and students.  The grades and feedback posted on MyGrades are not to be interpreted as the final grade submitted by the instruc-
tor.  Discrepancies and mistakes can be made in using and interpreting the technology – by both student and instructor.  Refer to the 
grade policy in the syllabus for a full understanding of how your grade is calculated.  Students will find their final grade on myView > 
myTools > Academic Profile > Grades by Term. 
 
Assignment of Credit Hours 
With successful completion of this course, Grand View University will award you a specified number of credit hours on your tran-
script.  Our accrediting body, the Higher Learning Commission, as well as the US Department of Education have standards in the 
definition of what counts as a credit hour (see GV Catalog for a full definition) so that students receive the full educational experi-
ence we claim.  This course will involve face-to-face class time and outside learning activities to fulfill credits awarded. 

mailto:jbrandt@grandview.edu
https://secure/grandview.edu/gradeappealform.html
https://secure/grandview.edu/gradeappealform.html
http://www.grandview.edu/userdocs/doc_catalog/gv_catalog_1213.pdf#page=159&zoom=100,34,545

